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and what his means are 3 for the expence ought to be worthy
of the means, and to become not only the work, but also
the performer.    Hence a poor man cannot be magnificent j ,
for he has not the means of spending much in a becoming
manner; but he who attempts it is silly; for he attempts
it  inconsistently  with  his rank and with propriety :   but
whatever is right, is according to virtue.    Such experice is
becoming to those, who have had such means in possession.
through themselves, or from their ancestors, or those with
whom they are connected; also to the nobly born and re-
nowned, and such characters; for all these have magnitude
and dignity.   In the most perfect sense therefore such is the
magnificent man, and in such expences consists magnificence,
as we have said; for these are the greatest and most ho-
nourable.    But of private expences, those are magnificent,
which are incurred  once;   such as a marriage-feast, and
whatever is of that class, and whatever the whole city is
earnestly occupied about, or those who are in dignified si-
tuations : also expences incurred in the receiving and dis-
missing of noble strangers, in gifts and remunerations $ for
the magnificent is not lavish on himself, but on the public.
But gifts have some similarity to offerings.   Moreover it is
the province of the magnificent man to furnish his house in
a manner suitable to his wealth ; for this also is a kind of or-
nament 5 and rather to be expensive on those works, which
are lasting; for these are the most honourable; abid in all
cases to preserve fitness j for the same things are not suitable
to gods and men, nor in temples and sepulchres.   And of
expences, each is great in its own class : and that is most
magnificent, which is great in a great work : but in any par-
ticular instance, what is great in that    An<(: greatness in
the work is distinct from greatness in the expence; for a
ball or very beautiful jug has the magnificence of a child's
gift 5 yet the price of it Is small aiwl' illiberal,   On this ac-
count it is the duty of a magnificent man, to act magnifi-
cently in whatever genus of things he may be acting j for
such magnificence Is not easily surpassed,, and is done with